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The Sociology of the Literary Annual

carter in ABC for Book Collectors, 48). the term codex actually refers to the 
stitched form. the term book, however, refers to the form and function of 
the information contained within. according to david greetham, a “book” 
can “refer to almost any portable material with handwriting on it: metal, 
stone, wax, clay, potsherds, or official articles like coins and seals” (Textual 
Scholarship, 47). however, here, i refer to a “book” as a literary object in 
codex format.8

 the book contains both “bibliographic codes” and “linguistic codes.” 
the bibliographic code is distinguished from the content or the semantic con-
struction of language within a text (linguistic code) by the following ele-
ments, as george Bornstein describes: “[F]eatures of a page layout, book 
design, ink and paper, and typeface . . . publisher, print run, price or audi-
ence. . . . [Bibliographic codes] might also include the other contents of the 
book or periodical in which the work appears, as well as prefaces, notes, 
or dedications that affect the reception and interpretation of the work” (30, 
31). Linguistic codes are specifically the words. also within the book are 
paratextual elements that do not necessarily fall under the bibliographic 
or linguistic codes. in Paratexts, gerard genette defines these as extraneous 
“liminal devices and conventions, both within and outside the book, that 
form the complex mediation between book, author, publisher and reader” 
(i). paratexts are not generally the linguistic codes embedded within a work 
but constitute title pages, dedications, inscriptions, adverts, forewords, and 
so on that implicate “a book’s private and public history” (i).9

 to integrate the physical description of a book with its sociological 
meaning, i turn to an integrated theoretical stance of bibliography (the 
science of books) and textual criticism (the theory of books). i meld bib-
liography with textual criticism to account for the variables that created 
the literary annuals’ phenomenal, yet ephemeral, place in both literary 
history and social memory/history—for neither discipline fully accounts 
for the success of the book and its “cultural capital.”
 Bibliography, “the discipline that studies texts as recorded forms, 
and the processes of their transmission, including their production and 
reception” (McKenzie, 12), attempts to logically order the information 
presented by the actual material book form. the literary annual, with 
its specific visual presentation, requires a scientific evaluation of its form 
using the elements of bibliography. however, a study of the codex itself 
will not render an adequate living history of the literary annual genre; its 
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